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POLITICS

Transgender woman accuses Gov. J.B. Pritzker's campaign of
discrimination in federal lawsuit

By MIKE RIOPELL
CHICAGO TRIBUNE | JAN 18, 2019

Gov. J.B. Pritzker speaks after being sworn into o�ce on Jan. 14, 2019, in Spring�eld.(Armando L. Sanchez/Chicago Tribune)

A transgender woman and field organizer for Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker filed a federal lawsuit Friday accusing

Pritzker’s campaign of firing her “because of her sex and/or gender.”

Search LOG I

https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/politics/ct-met-jb-pritzker-illinois-governor-inauguration-20190111-story.html
mailto:?subject=Transgender%20woman%20accuses%20Gov.%20J.B.%20Pritzker%27s%20campaign%20of%20discrimination%20in%20federal%20lawsuit&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagotribune.com%2Fpolitics%2Fct-met-jb-pritzker-transgender-federal-lawsuit-20190118-story.html
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv4xUpB3jp24v7HieDXdeximXEF1RRZsOxrCA1aZs2bgC7J_A6XwwSxz18sk8gbjxC-3mG_p3OG6KEdcJNQTfw6M-lasttXqLACm6lmgJpFxhoUd3EzsRMqzJvwHtcQb7dctWxISGVHt51Uk58MjnA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKRCd4_shMZh&urlfix=1&adurl=https://nym1-ib.adnxs.com/click%3F4rwvgqb-D0D-nlinyrf1PwAAAGC4Hg1AuGfOtfzc_j_rHAOy17sWQM3Ph9-5HJZfaBesL3O47msJjdJeAAAAADnt_gBbHgAAiQkAAAIAAADPkfkMfkYVAAAAAABVU0QAVVNEANgCWgCaoAAAAAABAgUCAAAAALYAVipIyQAAAAA./bcr%3DAAAAAAAA8D8%3D/cnd%3D%2521mRFBOgih1KgTEM-j5mcY_oxVIAUoADEAAAAAAAAkQDoJTllNMjo0OTYxQMMhSQAAAAAAAPA_UQAAAAAAAAAAWQAAAAAAAAAAYQAAAAAAAOg_aQAAAAAAAAAAcQAAAAAAwCFAeAA./cca%3DMjQ0MSNOWU0yOjQ5NjE%3D/bn%3D46687/clickenc%3Dhttps://on.nyc.gov/2VvKmAg
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/breaking/ct-loop-protests-property-damage-20200530-ncvxjtwglnfoddlyj4yuhd6lwm-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-lori-lightfoot-donald-trump-comments-minnesota-20200529-sjj52as7ura2zl75uss5aezl4i-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-pandemic-chicago-illinois-news-20200529-4lggls6oozfuhdm5ia324rxiza-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/breaking/ct-loop-protests-property-damage-20200530-ncvxjtwglnfoddlyj4yuhd6lwm-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-lori-lightfoot-donald-trump-comments-minnesota-20200529-sjj52as7ura2zl75uss5aezl4i-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-pandemic-chicago-illinois-news-20200529-4lggls6oozfuhdm5ia324rxiza-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/nation-world/ct-nw-george-floyd-biography-20200528-y3l67rrmfnb3dh4x3i5iipneq4-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/?#nt=mastheadnavbar


5/30/2020 Transgender woman accuses Gov. J.B. Pritzker's campaign of discrimination in federal lawsuit - Chicago Tribune

https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-met-jb-pritzker-transgender-federal-lawsuit-20190118-story.html 2/5

The lawsuit said Todd’s work “was not the type of performance that merited serious correction or criticism that would subject 
her to termination … unless illegal discrimination were a motivating factor.”

Pritzker campaign spokesman Quentin Fulks said “Ms. Todd was fired for cause.”

“She had a number of behavioral issues that she was reprimanded for throughout the course of the campaign,” Fulks said. He

also said Todd’s termination was part of a downsizing of the campaign operation after the primary election.

Pritzker pumped more than $171 million of his own money into his campaign operation, paying for both advertising and a

massive field operation that carried him to victory over former Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner.
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Todd’s attorney, Jillian T. Weiss, said she had “extensive conversations” with the Pritzker campaign about settling the lawsuit

before it was filed.

“Ms. Todd is very much in favor of Gov. Pritzker and the work that he is doing. She’s not blaming him for what happened,” 

Weiss said. “But unfortunately it did happen.”

In the lawsuit, Todd asks for damages related to humiliation and job loss and wants the campaign to “carry out policies, 

practices, programs, and training which provide equal employment opportunities for employees who are transgender, have 

undergone a gender transition, or are undergoing a gender transition.”
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