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A successful fashion model claims his

agency deep-sixed his career after he
came out as transgender last year,
deeming him “insufficiently masculine”
to work as a man, and dropping him

from their roster.

In a lawsuit filed Tuesday in Manhattan

federal court, Frances Coombe, who has

appeared in Vogue, i-D, and Women'’s
Trump Goes to War With Nikki Haley

Wear Daily, accuses Muse Model JAKE LAHUT, ROGER SOLLENBERGER
Management NYC and its founder and MYACCOUNT
president, Conor Kennedy, of civil

rights violations over his gender MANAGENEWSLETTERS
identity, and wants them to pay for SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS
inflicting emotional distress and

damaging his reputation, career, and NEEDHELP?

income.

https://www.thedailybeast.com/frances-coombe-says-muse-nyc-killed-his-modeling-career-after-coming-out-as-trans 2/23


http://www.thedailybeast.com/frances-coombe-says-muse-nyc-killed-his-modeling-career-after-coming-out-as-trans
http://www.thedailybeast.com/frances-coombe-says-muse-nyc-killed-his-modeling-career-after-coming-out-as-trans
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/florida-gop-chair-christian-ziegler-now-investigated-for-video-voyeurism
https://www.thedailybeast.com/florida-gop-chair-christian-ziegler-now-investigated-for-video-voyeurism
https://www.thedailybeast.com/florida-gop-chair-christian-ziegler-now-investigated-for-video-voyeurism
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/anyone-but-you-is-sydney-sweeney-the-next-meg-ryan
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-just-officially-got-away-with-jailing-michael-cohen-in-2020
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-just-officially-got-away-with-jailing-michael-cohen-in-2020
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-just-officially-got-away-with-jailing-michael-cohen-in-2020
https://www.thedailybeast.com/alleged-affair-detonates-wild-spanish-royal-family-conspiracy-theory
https://www.thedailybeast.com/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership?tdb_source=join-now-button&tdb_medium=article
https://www.thedailybeast.com/cheat-sheet
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/heroes-of-2023
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/entertainment
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/media
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics/opinion
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/us-news
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/scouted
https://www.thedailybeast.com/search
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/fashion
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/transgender
https://exch.quantserve.com/r?&a=p-1RYxePXT9bCS2&labels=_qc.clk%2C_click.adserver.rtb%2C_click.rand.59527&rtbip=192.184.70.51&rtbdata2=EA06HWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnRoZWRhaWx5YmVhc3QuY29tWihYSGk4MHd3b3ZJZEhlLXpkVTN5bGdRaDE3b1pIS2UzUlczNVpsZ0FJgAHYjKL4A7oBGEhDOWhiTFpIeGgwdU1vWEJSYzJBSEwzQsABjNkXyAHJ14fazDHaASQ4MWU4MDRmZS0yYWM0LTQxNWEtYTU0Yy0zZGY1MjgzMmQ1MDGwAgi6AgTAuEYzyAIA0ALO4Yb7-J_3zKkB6AI78gIPCNnUIRDZwMDIufzej94B8gINCDsQ0fLT-sD7wa3dAfgCAIoDBjI1NTMzOJgDAKgDALIDECYDcACM8AAAAAAAAAAAAAC6AxIJ0k6QaXCXdVkRNG42F6HEMrDCAxIJ_EkNsETcTM4RNsZrqbKcmJrIA-SRgBDYA4fRA-IDD3AtMVJZeGVQWFQ5YkNTMuoDBgisAhDYBPIDBTExMjMx-AMAgASwAooEAjc3mgQSCU1Pd4Cg1URXEeLNZFA8ekq-ogQSCdJOkGlwl3VZETRuNhehxDKwqgQSCdJOkGlwl3VZETRuNhehxDKwuASgC9AEC_IEAlVTgAUBigUAkAUBuAUAwAWBreu4BMgFqZmoBNIFBggDEAMYBegFBpoGFAoSCU1Pd4Cg1URXEeLNZFA8ekq-oAYAtQZo4ng4ugY2CgJVUxICTlkY9QMiCGJyb29rbHluKgUxMTIzMToYY2hhcnRlciUyMGNvbW11bmljYXRpb25z&redirecturl3=https%3A//servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/225291%3B7892542%3B4450761%3B211%3B0/%3Fpostal%3D11231&gdpr=0&ft_impID=DA288295-1B3C-FDB5-8FF4-D534F641D2CE&ft_custom=4p8VmuqaFsf3nBHB7oNEk-_PXcPvmhOP6coWl-iWQ5C-m0CTF5esgg%3D%3D&g=5693D35DFB7A83&random=618478.939577812&ft_width=300&ft_height=600&url=https%3A//www.adobe.com/acrobat/free-trial-download.html%3Fsdid%3DXFWLHCQF&mv=display&mv2=display
https://exch.quantserve.com/r?&a=p-1RYxePXT9bCS2&labels=_qc.clk%2C_click.adserver.rtb%2C_click.rand.59527&rtbip=192.184.70.51&rtbdata2=EA06HWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnRoZWRhaWx5YmVhc3QuY29tWihYSGk4MHd3b3ZJZEhlLXpkVTN5bGdRaDE3b1pIS2UzUlczNVpsZ0FJgAHYjKL4A7oBGEhDOWhiTFpIeGgwdU1vWEJSYzJBSEwzQsABjNkXyAHJ14fazDHaASQ4MWU4MDRmZS0yYWM0LTQxNWEtYTU0Yy0zZGY1MjgzMmQ1MDGwAgi6AgTAuEYzyAIA0ALO4Yb7-J_3zKkB6AI78gIPCNnUIRDZwMDIufzej94B8gINCDsQ0fLT-sD7wa3dAfgCAIoDBjI1NTMzOJgDAKgDALIDECYDcACM8AAAAAAAAAAAAAC6AxIJ0k6QaXCXdVkRNG42F6HEMrDCAxIJ_EkNsETcTM4RNsZrqbKcmJrIA-SRgBDYA4fRA-IDD3AtMVJZeGVQWFQ5YkNTMuoDBgisAhDYBPIDBTExMjMx-AMAgASwAooEAjc3mgQSCU1Pd4Cg1URXEeLNZFA8ekq-ogQSCdJOkGlwl3VZETRuNhehxDKwqgQSCdJOkGlwl3VZETRuNhehxDKwuASgC9AEC_IEAlVTgAUBigUAkAUBuAUAwAWBreu4BMgFqZmoBNIFBggDEAMYBegFBpoGFAoSCU1Pd4Cg1URXEeLNZFA8ekq-oAYAtQZo4ng4ugY2CgJVUxICTlkY9QMiCGJyb29rbHluKgUxMTIzMToYY2hhcnRlciUyMGNvbW11bmljYXRpb25z&redirecturl3=https%3A//servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/225291%3B7892542%3B4450761%3B211%3B0/%3Fpostal%3D11231&gdpr=0&ft_impID=DA288295-1B3C-FDB5-8FF4-D534F641D2CE&ft_custom=4p8VmuqaFsf3nBHB7oNEk-_PXcPvmhOP6coWl-iWQ5C-m0CTF5esgg%3D%3D&g=5693D35DFB7A83&random=618478.939577812&ft_width=300&ft_height=600&url=https%3A//www.adobe.com/acrobat/free-trial-download.html%3Fsdid%3DXFWLHCQF&mv=display&mv2=display
https://exch.quantserve.com/r?&a=p-1RYxePXT9bCS2&labels=_qc.clk%2C_click.adserver.rtb%2C_click.rand.59527&rtbip=192.184.70.51&rtbdata2=EA06HWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnRoZWRhaWx5YmVhc3QuY29tWihYSGk4MHd3b3ZJZEhlLXpkVTN5bGdRaDE3b1pIS2UzUlczNVpsZ0FJgAHYjKL4A7oBGEhDOWhiTFpIeGgwdU1vWEJSYzJBSEwzQsABjNkXyAHJ14fazDHaASQ4MWU4MDRmZS0yYWM0LTQxNWEtYTU0Yy0zZGY1MjgzMmQ1MDGwAgi6AgTAuEYzyAIA0ALO4Yb7-J_3zKkB6AI78gIPCNnUIRDZwMDIufzej94B8gINCDsQ0fLT-sD7wa3dAfgCAIoDBjI1NTMzOJgDAKgDALIDECYDcACM8AAAAAAAAAAAAAC6AxIJ0k6QaXCXdVkRNG42F6HEMrDCAxIJ_EkNsETcTM4RNsZrqbKcmJrIA-SRgBDYA4fRA-IDD3AtMVJZeGVQWFQ5YkNTMuoDBgisAhDYBPIDBTExMjMx-AMAgASwAooEAjc3mgQSCU1Pd4Cg1URXEeLNZFA8ekq-ogQSCdJOkGlwl3VZETRuNhehxDKwqgQSCdJOkGlwl3VZETRuNhehxDKwuASgC9AEC_IEAlVTgAUBigUAkAUBuAUAwAWBreu4BMgFqZmoBNIFBggDEAMYBegFBpoGFAoSCU1Pd4Cg1URXEeLNZFA8ekq-oAYAtQZo4ng4ugY2CgJVUxICTlkY9QMiCGJyb29rbHluKgUxMTIzMToYY2hhcnRlciUyMGNvbW11bmljYXRpb25z&redirecturl3=https%3A//servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/225291%3B7892542%3B4450761%3B211%3B0/%3Fpostal%3D11231&gdpr=0&ft_impID=DA288295-1B3C-FDB5-8FF4-D534F641D2CE&ft_custom=4p8VmuqaFsf3nBHB7oNEk-_PXcPvmhOP6coWl-iWQ5C-m0CTF5esgg%3D%3D&g=5693D35DFB7A83&random=618478.939577812&ft_width=300&ft_height=600&url=https%3A//www.adobe.com/acrobat/free-trial-download.html%3Fsdid%3DXFWLHCQF&mv=display&mv2=display
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/alleged-affair-detonates-wild-spanish-royal-family-conspiracy-theory
https://www.thedailybeast.com/alleged-affair-detonates-wild-spanish-royal-family-conspiracy-theory
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssgkxFzwbOt3cO2794D6O6-M96zYCtWq-R2ZOmBliKL1XMTqiDXXvxX5WdB2SwLk9fi-7_cswcbO6ERkBZWnsCPXku66CESGPySV3EApV-gFtRctsfbQX9bfGupSUwKi4hBMDSWEjUyKt9DPzpOgJNMDd_LNON91HnEo7faUxm4WK9EsK63pmyspy6rIbrP4ow-01nDWIaWmU2yT6S_J2KCDStBfE7_eXr_d7CfhWA7_b593bcp2951-OILO9dBGUlz9X000D0JJn-KpGY6kamOuAiWTKqGnvtr3yZjmYRL-QBrofA9WdoecFMTLoiWZBBKvsiwcwCYei8kRiSooprutNZ_HvVa3tgzDg4DAbErgfYGihlJ7bfvt9idDuX151DpQ8n0xbE_AdUCF4PMXu2x9_tENcfw6mUlxgUJ&sai=AMfl-YTMkea3JmHPTawjZCLKqqPYI8T2oWevo6a3Tc_mKGpWyfKlLYNIiHv9AaEi2IPD02A8xNvMFceXfDbnyTly-Z6q8M-JzPNRwoYtBdQma_Dh0UvDtopKbcyS4xDHEw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA3hG43bAnss&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https%3A//www.thedailybeast.com/podcasts%3Fpodcast%3Dthe-new-abnormal
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssgkxFzwbOt3cO2794D6O6-M96zYCtWq-R2ZOmBliKL1XMTqiDXXvxX5WdB2SwLk9fi-7_cswcbO6ERkBZWnsCPXku66CESGPySV3EApV-gFtRctsfbQX9bfGupSUwKi4hBMDSWEjUyKt9DPzpOgJNMDd_LNON91HnEo7faUxm4WK9EsK63pmyspy6rIbrP4ow-01nDWIaWmU2yT6S_J2KCDStBfE7_eXr_d7CfhWA7_b593bcp2951-OILO9dBGUlz9X000D0JJn-KpGY6kamOuAiWTKqGnvtr3yZjmYRL-QBrofA9WdoecFMTLoiWZBBKvsiwcwCYei8kRiSooprutNZ_HvVa3tgzDg4DAbErgfYGihlJ7bfvt9idDuX151DpQ8n0xbE_AdUCF4PMXu2x9_tENcfw6mUlxgUJ&sai=AMfl-YTMkea3JmHPTawjZCLKqqPYI8T2oWevo6a3Tc_mKGpWyfKlLYNIiHv9AaEi2IPD02A8xNvMFceXfDbnyTly-Z6q8M-JzPNRwoYtBdQma_Dh0UvDtopKbcyS4xDHEw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA3hG43bAnss&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https%3A//www.thedailybeast.com/podcasts%3Fpodcast%3Dthe-new-abnormal
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24234283-frances-coombe
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24234283-frances-coombe
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/gender-identity
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/gender-identity
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-goes-to-war-with-nikki-haley
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-goes-to-war-with-nikki-haley
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24234283-frances-coombe
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24234283-frances-coombe
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/gender-identity
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/gender-identity
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-goes-to-war-with-nikki-haley
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-goes-to-war-with-nikki-haley
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/florida-gop-chair-christian-ziegler-now-investigated-for-video-voyeurism
https://www.thedailybeast.com/florida-gop-chair-christian-ziegler-now-investigated-for-video-voyeurism
https://www.thedailybeast.com/florida-gop-chair-christian-ziegler-now-investigated-for-video-voyeurism
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/anyone-but-you-is-sydney-sweeney-the-next-meg-ryan
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-just-officially-got-away-with-jailing-michael-cohen-in-2020
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-just-officially-got-away-with-jailing-michael-cohen-in-2020
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-just-officially-got-away-with-jailing-michael-cohen-in-2020
https://www.thedailybeast.com/alleged-affair-detonates-wild-spanish-royal-family-conspiracy-theory

1/2/24, 12:39 PM Frances Coombe Says Muse NYC Killed His Modeling Career After Coming Out as Trans

OBSESSED R o == I A IR EA ST

CHEATSHEET OBSESSED POLITICS 2023HEROES ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA OPINION U.S.NEWS SCOUTED

time, as have many of my former agency’s
models, both male and female,” Coombe
said in a statement provided to The Daily
Beast by his attorney, Jillian Weiss. “... I
am filing this lawsuit so no other models
of any gender need ever face such job
discrimination in the modeling industry in

the future.”

In an email, Kennedy’s attorney, Carlos
Carvajal, said on Wednesday, “Muse
represented Frances Coombe for over 10
years as a model. It’s surprising and
disappointing that Frances has filed this
lawsuit, after a decade of working

together, that lacks merit and is legally

flawed. We look forward to clearing
Muse of any alleged wrongdoing."
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The 30-year-old Coombe was first
discovered in his native Toronto at the
age of 16, and signed with Muse in 2011,
according to the lawsuit. At the time,

143

Coombe’s “modeling was directed to the
female market, with a gender
expression that was feminine,” and he
appeared in magazine spreads and on
runways for, among others, Marc
Jacobs, Miu Miu, Gucci, and Yves Saint

Laurent, the lawsuit states.

As time went by, Coombe’s gender
expression became increasingly
androgynous, the suit continues. In
mid-October 2021, Coombe notified the
higher-ups at Muse, including Kennedy,
“of a change in his gender identity,
expressed at that time as a non-binary

identity,” the suit goes on.

This apparently didn’t sit well with
Kennedy, who allegedly told Coombe,
“In the modeling world, non-binary
does not exist, we will still pitch you to

clients as a woman.”

“In modeling life, you will be ‘she’ and
‘her’ until you arrive on set; non-binary
models are not sought after in the
casting process,” Kennedy said,
according to the lawsuit. “When you
show up for a job, you can tell them

your pronouns then.”

Coombe would be sent to women’s wear

jobs whether he liked it or not, the
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A week later, Kennedy agreed to have a
Muse photographer take new photos of
Coombe for a “non-binary” rebrand, the
lawsuit says. However, it alleges, the
photog “insisted that [Coombe] wear
women’s clothing, i.e., a bikini, and
refused to permit him to wear men’s
boxer briefs or men's shoes.” In January
2022, Coombe hired his own
photographer for a reshoot, followed by
another one the next month, and

provided the pictures to Kennedy,

according to the lawsuit.
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suit. Kennedy chastised Coombe for

continuing to raise the issue, and took
no action even after Coombe—who says
Kennedy made him cry on at least one
occasion—submitted multiple

complaints to both him and the

company, the suit says.

T
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opportunities and income,” the lawsuit

states. On March 30, 2023, Coombe
told Kennedy he had had enough.
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[Kennedy] accepted [Coombe’s]

resignation,” the lawsuit says.

The next day, Coombe postedon
Instagram: “Don’t tell me I'm brave for
being visibly trans. The choice I make
not to hide from the world, should not
be looked at as an act of courage. Yes I
am vulnerable but I will not let my
existence be measured by a reaction to

fear or hate.”

Coombe has since signed with We

Speak Model Management, a decade-

old agency that bills itself as one that
“develops and nurtures careers for
models and creatives across all

identities.” His bio on the agency’s

website lists Coombes’ pronouns as
He/Him/His.

“Frances gained the attention of top
photographers Miles Aldridge, Ellen
Von Unwerth, Hedi Slimane, along MYACCOUNT
many others, displaying an ability to

MANAGENEWSLETTERS

effortlessly transform in front of the
camera,” it reads. “A muse to New York SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS

icon, Norma Kamali for over a decade,

NEEDHELP?

she describes him as ‘the chameleon.’ ...

In 2022 Frances came out as a gay trans

man, and continues to captivate
audiences not only through his

modeling, but acting[,] as well.”

In her own statement, Weiss, Coombe’s
attorney, said the lawsuit is intended to

send “a strong message.”

https://www.thedailybeast.com/frances-coombe-says-muse-nyc-killed-his-modeling-career-after-coming-out-as-trans 8/23


http://www.thedailybeast.com/frances-coombe-says-muse-nyc-killed-his-modeling-career-after-coming-out-as-trans
http://www.thedailybeast.com/frances-coombe-says-muse-nyc-killed-his-modeling-career-after-coming-out-as-trans
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CqdVbrlulGS/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/CqdVbrlulGS/?hl=en
https://www.wespeakmodels.com/about
https://www.wespeakmodels.com/about
https://www.wespeakmodels.com/models/men/2194299/frances-coombe
https://www.wespeakmodels.com/models/men/2194299/frances-coombe
https://www.thedailybeast.com/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership?tdb_source=join-now-button&tdb_medium=article
https://www.thedailybeast.com/cheat-sheet
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/heroes-of-2023
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/entertainment
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/media
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics/opinion
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/us-news
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/scouted
https://www.thedailybeast.com/search
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://www.instagram.com/p/CqdVbrlulGS/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/CqdVbrlulGS/?hl=en
https://www.wespeakmodels.com/about
https://www.wespeakmodels.com/about
https://www.wespeakmodels.com/models/men/2194299/frances-coombe
https://www.wespeakmodels.com/models/men/2194299/frances-coombe
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions

1/2/24, 12:39 PM Frances Coombe Says Muse NYC Killed His Modeling Career After Coming Out as Trans

OBSESSED R o == I A IR EA ST

CHEATSHEET OBSESSED POLITICS 2023HEROES ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA OPINION U.S.NEWS SCOUTED

such as modeling,” Weiss said. “... A

model may also be respected on the
quality of their work, regardless of
gender identity. All Americans deserve
an equal chance to work hard and earn
a living for themselves and their
families, without fear of being targeted

for being themselves.”

Coombes is asking for yet-to-be-
determined compensatory damages and
punitive damages significant enough “to
deter Defendants from engaging in

similar discriminatory conduct.”

Justin Rohrlich
" Reporter
. v @ijustinrohrlich
g HEjustin.rohrlich@thedailybeast.com
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